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Education is not the filling of a bucket, but the lighting of a fire. – William B. Yeats
Classical Education has had
resurgence in popularity in recent years.
Many people
seeking understanding of what
it is are frustrated as there is not
one definitive explanation of
what classical education really
is. In actuality, there are several
schools of thought regarding
what elements make up classical education. At SLO Classical
Academy we have looked to
several resources and blended
their points of view to arrive at
what we define classical education to be. There are quite a
few good informative books to
read that give further explanation of the breadth of classical
education, but we will address
the highlights of our definition in
this article.
One commonly agreed
upon element of classical education is that a student's learning progresses through three
stages labeled as the Trivium:
grammar, logic/dialectic, and
rhetoric.
These stages are
loosely divided by ages: grammar 5 -9; logic 10 - 13; rhetoric
13-17. At the Classical Academy we provide education
geared toward the grammar
and logic stages. During these
age groups children developmentally are ready for certain
types of learning processes. In
the grammar stage a student is
ready for the basic knowledge
of many different subjects.
They love to memorize facts,
poems, stories, and love to tell
them back to anyone and
everyone who will listen! In the

logic stage a student wants to
interact with what they have
previously learned by questioning and testing information.
The logic stage is full of "why is
this done this way?" kinds of
questions. The writing and discussions that ensue can be very
rich and challenging!
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education. Too often we lose
sight of the impact of day-today neglect of good, wise
choices for our children. The
choice to educate our children
in a classical manner is an inclusive choice that involves our
family's lifestyle.
One of the
goals of a classical education
at SLO Classical Academy is
the development of a love of
learning that is lifelong.
Through the integration of curriculum, emphasis on timeline
learning and lots of hands on
opportunities the whole family
has the love of learning stimulated. The key quote of the
Classical Academy comes from
poet William Butler Yeats and
encapsulates all the elements
of classical education. "Education is not the filling of a bucket,
but the lighting of a fire."

Lisa Lewis is one of the
founders of SLO Classical
Academy and brings 24
years of teaching experience in public, private and
home schooling settings.
She is widely respected as
a teacher and is committed to her own lifelong
learning. Lisa has spent
hours becoming versed in
classical education and
has used classical methods
in her teaching.
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